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We surveyed the vegetation of the sites restored between the autumn of 2014 and the winter
of 2017, to evaluate restoration success. We performed the monitoring of restoration actions
in the following Natura 2000 sites:

‘Also-Tépio és patakvolgyek’ Natura 2000 site (Tapidsagi foldvar),
‘G0dolléi-dombsag peremhegyei’ Natura 2000 site (Foti Somlyo),
‘Erd-tétényi platé’ Natura 2000 site (Tétényi-fennsik).

Botanical surveys were conducted in June 2018. Detailed results of the surveys can be found
in Appendices 1-3.

e In ‘Als6-Téapio és patakvolgyek® Natura 2000 site we monitored the fourth-year
vegetation composition in a former arable field restored by hay transfer in the autumn
of 2014. We found a fast and promising grassland recovery. We found that 45 target
species established in the fourth year. The mean cover of target species was as high as
78%. The protected species, Centaurea sadleriana is present in several plots, with a
mean cover of 2.8%. The protected Ajuga laxmannii has become very abundant at the
edge of the restored grassland. The dominant target grasses are Arrhenatherum elatius,
Festuca rupicola and F. pratensis. The cover of weeds decreased considerably to 26%,
but they were mostly annual species which can be suppressed easily. The cover of
invasive species also decreased below 1%, but it is crucial to regularly control the
encroachment of Asclepias syriaca even in the early phase.

e In ‘Godolldi-dombsag peremhegyei’ Natura 2000 site we sampled the vegetation in
the plots designated in 2014. (i) We sampled the vegetation of a mesophilous old-field
invaded by Solidago gigantea. Despite of the applied management actions, the cover
of Solidago gigantea 1is still high (55%). The encroachment of shrubs pose an
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increasing threat for the site. Despite of the threatening factors, several target species
of sandy grasslands are present in the old-field. In forthcoming years, higher
management intensity, more focused grazing and mechanical shrub removal would be
important. (i1)) We sampled the vegetation of an abandoned roadside with spontaneous
grassland recovery. The abandonment of the road was favourable for spontaneous
grassland recovery. We found an increased total vegetation cover, increased cover of
perennial graminoids and decreased cover of disturbance-tolerant species. However
the complete recovery of natural grasslands requires more time.

In ‘Erd-tétényi platd’ Natura 2000 site we sampled (i) the vegetation of a road
abandoned in 2014 and (ii) the vegetation of sites where shrubs were cut in the early
spring of 2016 and 2017. (i) We found that the abandonment of the road facilitated
spontaneous grassland recovery, the vegetation cover increased considerably and the
vegetation was dominated by target species. (ii) In five sites, shrubs were removed in
2016, in two sites shrub removal was done in 2017. We found a moderate resprouting
of shrubs in the sites, thus, current conditions seem favourable for the recovery of
grasslands. For the long-term restoration success, regular control of re-sprouting
shrubs is crucial.
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